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THE ALLIANCE

for Equal Justice

PROVIDING LEGAL AID FOR THOSE IN NEED




ALLIANCE FOR EQUAL JUSTICE MESSAGES
Principal Alliance Message


The Alliance for Equal Justice is a statewide network of organizations providing legal aid to those with nowhere else to turn.

Alliance tagline




Providing legal aid for those in need

Alliance motto




It’s not justice if it’s not equal. 
The problem




Justice is out of reach to most low-income Washington residents.

· Every year three out of four low-income households face an urgent civil legal problem.

· There is no recognized right to legal counsel in civil cases; individuals with civil legal problems, unlike in criminal matters, will not be appointed an attorney if they cannot afford representation. 

· Almost 90% of low-income people who experience urgent civil legal problems must face those problems without any legal help or representation. 

· The legal problems that low-income people experience affect their basic needs like family safety, housing, health and economic security.
The importance of civil legal aid


Equal justice is a fundamental principle of democracy. Our laws guarantee basic rights and protections for all of us—not just those who can afford a lawyer.

· Civil legal aid providers can advise and help people who have nowhere to turn with their urgent legal problems.

· Without meaningful access to justice many will face serious consequences. Civil legal aid often means the difference between shelter and homelessness, food on the table and hunger, economic stability and bankruptcy, productive work and unemployment. 
· Justice for every person is critical to the integrity of our communities. Equal access to civil legal aid no matter the subject matter, the type of representation needed or the status of the client is critical to ensure equal access to justice.
· The Washington State Constitution requires that justice is available without delay in all cases.
· Meaningful access to justice is essential to the rule of law. Low-income people who get legal assistance have greater respect for the justice system than those who do not. 
How civil legal aid works


Civil legal aid providers offer legal advice, representation and other legal assistance to those who can’t afford it otherwise.

· Legal aid assistance can be as simple as educating clients about their rights and responsibilities while some more complex problems may require more extensive representation.

· Programs exist in Washington to provide meaningful access to justice for low-income and vulnerable residents.

· Every day, civil legal aid offices offer help with urgent legal matters to low-income and vulnerable people.
Legal aid funding



Total funding for civil legal aid has not kept up with Washington’s growing population.

· Many families and individuals face serious legal problems but have nowhere to turn because civil legal aid programs are under-funded.

· Every year private attorneys in Washington provide 75,000 hours of volunteer legal aid, worth more than $11 million. Despite those efforts, almost 90% of low-income people will face urgent civil legal problems without any help or legal representation. 

· The Washington State Supreme Court’s Task Force on Civil Equal Justice determined in 2004 that an additional $28 million per year (over twice the current funding level) is needed to provide critical access to justice for Washington’s poor.

· The state and federal governments have partnered with the local legal community in this effort to provide access to justice to all Washingtonians, regardless of income.

· However, the Alliance relies on volunteer hours and charitable contributions to exist. 

· We all must do more to ensure that justice is accessible to us all. 
Impact of the Alliance



The Alliance is Washington’s statewide network of civil legal aid providers and volunteer attorneys.

· Alliance for Equal Justice member organizations, {such as X in your community} help more than 20,000 low-income residents around the state gain access to justice each year.
· Timely access to legal aid makes communities better, fairer places to live. It helps families in crisis return to safe, productive lives. Legal aid helps preempt a spiral of costly social problems.

· {This is where real people/real result stories might fit in} 
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